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Synopsis

One tiny snail longs to see the world and hitches a lift on the tail of a whale. Together they go on an
amazing journey, past icebergs and volcanoes, sharks and penguins, and the little snail feels so
small in the vastness of the world. But when disaster strikes and the whale is beached in a bay, it's

the tiny snail who saves the day.
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Customer Reviews

I’'m not sure why, but if you click on the "Paperback" version of this book, you will get the "Activity
Book" and not the actual book. You need to click on "Mass Market Paperback" to get an actual copy
of the book. I'm going to keep the "Activity Book" because 1) Not worth paying to ship it back and 2)
it looks like it might be more fun after we actually read the story. But just wanted people to be

beware that they are getting the right book when ordering.

This is the best book my daughter and | have read in a while. She is 4, and | have been reading it to
her every day since we got it. We liked it so much that we had to check out all of the other Julia
Donaldson books. We also love Room on the Broom. Both of these are fun rhyming books that tell a

wonderful story.

This is one of those books that | could read every night and not get sick of. In fact, over the past
three years | HAVE read it every night for weeks at a time and still love the flow of the text.My

favorite lines include, "And she gazed at the sky, the sea, the land, The waves and the caves and



the golden sand. She gazed and gazed, amazed by it all, And she said to the whale, 'l feel so
small.” The word "small" is in a smaller font than the rest of the text and is so appropriate for the
two page spread that includes the tiny snail (barely visible) amidst a scene of snowy mountains,
forests, bears, bald eagles, the sea.Perfect for teaching the concept that it doesn’t matter how big or
small you are, you ARE important and CAN be successful. As the snail sets off on his mission (|

won't spoil it), the text reads "I must not fail,” said the tiny snail." GREAT lesson!Can you tell that we

We just received this book and it has already become one of my son’s favorites. We had to read it
twice the day it came and he is asking for it every night. It is a beautiful book, | fell in love with it the
first time | read it to him. The text flows smoothly, the story is wonderful, it shows how even if your
different you can get along and help one another. It also teaches that it doesn’t matter what size you
are , you can make a difference. The illustrations are wonderful, alot of detail and color. Just all

around one of the best books | have ever purchased.

My children and I love this book! The rhyming verses just flow beautifully, holding my children’s
attention as well as mine. | have yet to tire of reading this out loud to them. The pictures are
wonderful and we love the snail! Not only is it fun to read but it has a great message for children.

This will remain one of my all time favorite children’s books.

This book is absolutely fabulous. My 4-year old loves whales and marine life, so a whale and a snail
having an adventure was right up her alley. The language is beautiful and easy for my 8 year old to
read. | would recommend this book to any parent--it also has the "fable" to it of the small helping the

large, when the snail helps the whale who’s beached himself.

Rarely does a book for little ones hit top marks on the three things that matter most, but this one
does - 1) vibrant, clear, colorful and engaging drawings, 2) rhymes that really connect, with strong
measures, sophisticated structure, and emphasis and flow that works whether read silently or out
loud, 3) a heart warming story with multiple positive messages, (self reliance, friendship,
resourcefulness, nerve, imagination, and a general sense of generous good heartedness).Perfect
for bedtime, the story starts calmly, leads our snail and whale friends through interesting and
exciting adventures, then turns into a rescue drama, moves on to a happy ending, and then winds

down with a calm upbeat conclusion. | can feel the grandchild drifting off with a happy smile as the



story concludes. Plenty to look at, lots to think about - just a solid, satisfying, engaging and

rewarding read for both your youngster and, possibly, you. A very nice choice.

Another great rhyming book from Julia Donaldson. She does a great range of books and they
appeal to adults and kids. They are so easy to read and it is a joy to follow the simple yet exciting
stories. She is a gifted story teller and the illustrations are just intriguing.
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